CHEMISTRY.                                                           5
a'  e eagerness by the Grecian ecclesiastics, to have pass-
es  from the Greeks to the Arabians, and by the Arabians
t<  have been brought into the west of Europe.    Those
v   o professed it gradually assumed the form  of a sect,
u  ler the name of ALCHYMISTS ; a term, which is sup- The Al-
p  >ed to be merely the word chemist, with the ArabianC1ynilbts*
a   icle al prefixed.
The alchymists laid it down as a principle, that all
n tals are composed of the same ingredients, or that the
s- >stances at least, which compose gold, exist in all me-
tJ >, contaminated indeed with various impurities, but ca-
p Die, by a proper purification, of being brought to a,
p rfect state. The great object of their researches was to
fi I out the means of producing this change, and conse-
q sntly of converting the baser metals into gold. The
s 3Stance which possessed this wonderful property they
c led lapis pbihsopborum, " the philosophers stone ;" ancj,
i tny of them boasted that they were in possession of that
g ind instrument.
C&emistryi as the term was used by the alchymists, sig-Their opij
E ied the art of making the philosophers stone, TheyriIOJl$
s irmed that this art was above the reach of the human,
e pacity, and that it was made known by God to those
1 ppy sages only whom he peculiarly favoured. The
f rtunate few who were'acquainted with the philosophers
s me called themselves adepti, " adepts;" that is, per-
s is who had got possession of the secret. This secret
t 2y pretended they were not at liberty to reveal; affirm-
i y, that dire misfortune would fall upon that man's head
^ nio ventured to disclose it to any of the sons of men
i :thout the clearest tokens of the divine, authority.
In consequence of these notions, the alchymists made it
j  rule to keep themselves  as private as possible.    They